
New Opportunities for 

Cervical Cancer 

Elimination

Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH

 Professor, College of Nursing
Investigator, Huntsman Cancer Institute

University of Utah



Kepka Lab Research

At the intersection of…

• Population health & patient-centered care

• Prevention, screening, and survivorship

• Systems-level change & strategic interventions

Focused on…

• HPV-associated cancers

• HPV vaccination

• Messaging strategies

Passion for…

• Preventing cancer

• Reducing cancer burden

• Cancer health equity for all

Kepka-Research@hci.utah.edu
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World Health Organization's 2030 Cervical Cancer Elimination Strategy
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operationwipeout.org
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Cervical Cancer Prevention in the Mountain West
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U.S. Cervical Cancer Screening Rates 
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Rural and 
Frontier in the 
United States
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HPV Self-Collected Samples

• Self-collection is effective for 
cervical cancer screening.

• Self-collection in the healthcare 
setting received FDA approval.

• Patients can complete self-
collection in a clinic bathroom or 
exam room.
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NEW: BD Onclarity FDA 
Approved for Home Now Too
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Build Connections

NEW HPV 
Self-Collection 

Implementation 
Data Layer



Share Your Sites & Connect With Others

Data Note
This data is gathered from a crowdsourcing application that allows 
health systems to add their sites to a map and should not be used to 
assess or monitor uptake of self-collection.

This new data layer within the NRTCC Cervical Cancer Data 
Dashboard is crowd-sourced to enable identification of 
organizations currently implementing self-collection for 
primary HPV to:
• Facilitate peer-to-peer networking
• Expand opportunities for shared learning and 

implementation planning.

HPV Self-Collection 
Implementation Data Layer Submit 

Your Site 

Connect 
With Peers



UTAH HUMAN 

PAPILLOMAVIRUS  

SELF-COLLECTION

SUCCESS STORIES
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Results

Results thus far… 

• 262 HPV Self-Collection Kits 
Completed/Returned to Clinic

• Complete either in clinic or at home

• 262 HPV Self-Collection Kits Mailed to 
University of Washington's Lab 

• 262 Results Returned from Lab

• 48 Abnormal Results (18.3%)
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• Easy to follow written instructions
• Video instructions 

English & Spanish Instructions

HCI: HPV Self-Collection Kit on Vimeo

https://vimeo.com/1003324604/375df470ef?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1003324604/375df470ef?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1003324604/375df470ef?share=copy


Partnerships 
are Key: 
Recruiting 
primary care 
clinics in 
Montana and 
the Mountain 
West 



Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH 
Investigator | Professor

Huntsman Cancer Institute

College of Nursing, University of Utah

Mountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition

Deanna.Kepka@hci.utah.edu

Kepka Research Lab

Kepka-Research@hci.utah.edu

Questions? 

Contact  Us!

Join us for 

monthly meetings!

HPV-Coalition@hci.utah.edu
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